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Application No. 10/676,961 
Art Unit: 2815 



Applicants cannot file an RCE to obtain continued examination on the basis of claims that are independent and distinct from the 
claims previously claimed and examined as a matter of right (i.e., applicant cannot switch inventions). See 37 CFR 1 . 145. In this 
case, applicant switched invention from the elected species I (Fig. 2 A) to none-elected species III (Fig. 4A). See the restriction 
requirement mailed on January 13, 2005. Any newly submitted claims that are directed to an invention that is independent and 
distinct from the invention previously claimed will be withdrawn from consideration and not entered. An RCE is not the filing of a 
new application. Thus, the Office will not convert an RCE to a new application such as an application filed under 37 CFR 1.53(b) or a 
continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .53(d). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Chris C. Chu 
whose telephone number is 571-272-1724. The examiner can normally be reached on 1 1 :30 - 8:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tom Thomas can be reached on 57 1-272- 
1664. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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